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READING ABBEY. 


HAT there was ſome religious foundation at Reading, before the 
time of Henry the Firſt, is certain, from the words of the Charter, 
as it appears in the * Chartulary of the Abbey; and as it is quoted 
by Camden. But that learned antiquary ſeems to have been miſtaken con- 
cerning the ſituation of the Abbey ; near which, as Biſhop Gibſon obſerves, 
are no remains of a Caſtle; or to have been miſled by what he found in 
Leland. For he fays “ near the Caſtle, King Henry I. having pulled down 
«* a little Nunnery, (founded formerly by Queen Alfritha, to expiate certain 
* crimes,) built a moſt magnificent Abbey for Monks, and enriched it with 


c - ns 
«© great revenues J. 


King Henry began to lay the foundations of this Abbey in 1121 7, and 
annexed to it the lands of Chelſea, and of Leominſter, in Herefordſhire. 


* This Chartulary was formerly in the Poſſeſſion of the Family of Wollaſcot ; one of whom, Martin 
Wollaſcot, Eſq; preſented to the Living of Woolhampton, according to Ecton, in 16953. The MS. 
with many others,” once belonging to the Abbey of Reading, is now in the hands of Mr. Anſtead, Chaplain 


to the Earl of Fingal, 
Camden. Ed. Gibſon, p. 168. But if the Nunnery ſtood near St. Mary's Church, as is ſaid by 


Brown Willis, in is View of the Mitred Abbies; it was not far, perhaps, from the Caſtle. 
+ According to Mr. Groſe, the Church, was not conſecrated till the reign of Henry II. or, then, a 
ſecond time, by Archbiſhop Becket in 1163, or 1164. | 
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Two Priories in Scotland, Rindalgros and May, were, afterwards, made Cells 
to Reading. This Abbey was endowed for two hundred Monks of the Bene- 
dictine order; and the Abbat was a Peer of Parliament, next in place to 


thoſe of Glaſtonbury and St. Albans. 


The royal Charter gives the Abbat and Monks an immunity from all 
cuſtoms, duties, tolls, and contributions throughout England; with all ma- 
nerial rights and privileges, and with judicial authority in caſes of affault, 
theft, murder, and breach of the peace. They had likewiſe the privilege 
of coining money : and although King Henry had aboliſhed the power of 


Abbats to make Knights, by a provincial Council held at Weſtminſter, in 


the firſt year of his reign; yet in his Charter he gave the Abbat of Reading 
authority to make Knights, whether Clerks or Laymen 8. 


The Abbat and Monks had the privilege of holding a Fair at Reading, 
on the feſtival of St. Laurence, and three days following: and by a Charter 
of Henry the Second, on the feſtival of St. James, and the ſame number 
of days; and they were permitted to have a market every Sunday || at Thatcham. 
King John, afterwards, gave them authority to hold a Fair on the vigil of 
the feſtival of St. Philip and St. James; on the day of the feſtival, and the 


two following days *. 


Roger, Biſhop of Saliſbury, iſſued a prohibition, addreſſed to the Arch- 


deacon of Berkſhire, the Deans, and all his Clergy, forbidding any perſon 


* Cum moneta et uno monetario.” Charter of Henry the Firſt, See Noble on the Epiſcopal 
coins of Durham, p 16. and 17. n. (a). | 

$ Charter of Henry the Firſt. Stow, p. 1038. 

[| So Henry I. by Charter granted the privilege of a market on Sundays to Battle Abbey. Camden 
209. 

* MS. Charters, No. 6. 51. 71. 86. 


to 
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to be maſter of a ſchool at Reading; unleſs with the conſent and permiſſion 
of the Abbat and Convent F. 


The Abbat had likewiſe the power of appointing the Steward of the 
Gild; who was choſen annually, and took an oath to perform the duties of 
his office with that fidelity and juſtice which was due to the authority of the 
Abbat, and to the fraternity itſelf. An acknowledgment, called in the ma- 
nuſcript Cheping-gavel, was paid, annually, by every Member of the Gild, 
to the Abbat; and a fine, at the admiſſion of every perſon, whether Townſ- 


man or Alien 4. 


The Abbey was dedicated, as appears by King Henry's Charter, to the 
Virgin Mary, and St. John the Evangeliſt: but it was generally called St. 
Mary's Abbey or Monaſtery. 


* 


The Arms were, Azure, three Eſcallop Shells Or: which are ſtill to 
be ſeen on the weſt end of St. Laurence's Church, though very much de- 
faced. The extent of the walls muſt have occupied a large ſpace; for the 


Forebury is called, in old writings, “ the utter court, or, as we ſhould 


» 


now expreſs it, the fore-court “of the Monaſtery :” and the Vaſterne, con- 


* taining nine perch in length, and three in breadth,” is deſcribed as cloſe 
to the wall of the Monaſtery *. 


+ MS. Charters, 


t Theſe pnvileges were confirmed by an Order of the Court of King's Bench, in the 38th year of 
Henry the Third. 


«« Unum Burgenſem qui fit cuſtos Gildæ mercandz et qui faciat Sacramentum, &c.” 

« De flio cujus libet Burgenſis legitimè nato quatuor ſolidos ad introitum Gildæ mercandz et de 
« quolibet homine forinſeco med” finis.”” 

«© Quod predictus Abbas et ſucceſſores ſui habeant ſingulis annis quinque denarios nomine Cheping- 
« gave].”* MS. Charters. 

Ms. Collections of the late John Loveday, Eſq; 
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Aucherius, the ſecond Abbat, built an Hoſpital, for the reception of 


Lepers, which was called the Hoſpital of St. Mary Magdalene. Mr. Groſe 
has given an extract of its rules and orders; which, with the regulations 
for the diet of perſons admitted into it, are to be ſeen, at length, in the 
Chartulary. This Hoſpital ſeems, afterwards, to have been open for the 
reception of all fick perſons, ſtrangers, and others: and, with the conſent 
of Hubert Biſhop of Saliſbury, the Tithes of Thatcham, and of Bucklebury, 
with the Chapel of Greenham, were appropriated to it; reſerving a ſtipend 
to the Vicars of thoſe Churches . 


In the Year 1754, there was in the poſſeſſion of the late Mr. John 
Hocker, Alderman of Reading, an original inſtrument under the common 
Seal of the Abbat and Convent of Reading; being a deed of conveyance 
of a tenement in the ſtreet called Old Strete, otherwiſe Mode Strete, now St. 
Mary's Butts, to Henry Webb and John Wyke, Church-wardens of the 
Pariſh of St. Mary : dated in the 28th year of Henry the Sixth, John Thorne 
being then Abbat. There is likewiſe in the poſſeſſion of the Corporation 
of Reading a ſimilar inſtrument; being a deed of gift of two pieces of land, 
near St. Mary's Church, to John Leche, otherwiſe John Alarder, to build 


an Alms-houſe 4. 


From comparing the two impreſſions of the Seal, appendent to the differ- 


ent inſtruments, it appears to have had, on one fide, the figure of the Virgin 


+ Mr. Groſe mentions a /ecend Hoſpital at the Abbey gate: but Biſhop Hubert's confirmation of the 
Abbat and Convent's Grant, expreſſes it to be“ in uſum pauperum hoſpital' ante portam lep'ſor” in villa 
« Janguentium peregriner* et alor” xt: pauperum.“ So that poſſibly there was only one general Hoſpital, in 
« confinio Radingie eccleſie;“ as the Chartulary expreſſe; it. 


4 Both theſe Alms-houſes have been lately rebuilt by the Corporation of Reading. 


Mary 
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Mary, between St. James * and St. John; and, on the other, that of the 
Founder King Henry, fitting, with a ſceptre in his right hand, and the 
Monaſtery in his left; between St. Peter and St. Paul: the figures on each 
fide being in three ſeparate compartments . 


Among the illuſtrious perſons interred within the walls of the Abbey 
was its Founder King Henry. He died in Normandy, December the iſt, 
1135: and his body, being rudely embalmed, and wrapt, as it is faid in 
Bull's hides, was brought to England, and buried at Reading 4. His effigy 
was placed on his tomb, as is mentioned in a Charter of Richard the Second ; 
which confirms all former privileges granted to this Abbey, on condition that 
the Abbat ſhould properly repair the tomb and image of King Henry the 
Founder, within the ſpace of one year. The royal remains were ſuppoſed 
to have been diſcovered a few years fince: but, from the moſt accurate en- 
quiry, that opinion ſeems to have been without foundation ||. 


King Henry's ſecond Queen Adeliza is likewiſe ſuppoſed to have been 
interred here. She was daughter of Godfrey of Lovaine, Duke of Brabant, 
who was deſcended from Charlemagne; and ſiſter to Ioceline of Lovaine, 
anceſtor of the family of Percy, Dukes of Northumberland. After the King's 
death ſhe married William D'Aubeney, who was created Earl of Arundel, 
by the Empreſs Matilda, in 1139 1 


* The hand of St. James was among the Reliques of the Convent, and a particular Charter enjoins 
that the greateſt reverence ſhould be paid it. See alſo Ld. Lyttleton's Life of Henry II. Vol. V. p. 383. 


+ MSS. Loveday. 


t The bowels, according to Dr. Ducarel, were depoſited in the Priory Church of Notre Dame du pres, 
at Rouen. See Stow, p. 142. | 


$ Modo Abbas infra unum annum honeſtè repararet tumbam et imaginem R. Hen. fundatoris.“ 
{| Gentleman's Mag. 1785, p. 881. and 1786, p. 11. 393. 
+ Camden, p. 201, 204, 1104. Stow, 144. 


In 
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In 1141, the Empreſs herſelf was at Reading, and was received, as 
Stow ſays, „with all the honour that might be.” She died in 1167, but 
whether ſhe was buried in the Abbey ſeems very doubtful: for John Rouſe 
ſays, ſhe died at Rouen, and was buried at Bec in Normandy *. 


Among other perſons of Rank interred here, Mr. Groſe mentions Con- 


ſtance, daughter of Edmund de Langley, . Duke of York; Anne Counteſs 


of Warwick; a ſon and daughter of Richard Earl of Cornwall; and William, 
the eldeſt fon of Henry the Second. 


Two Councils are mentioned in hiſtory as having been held here: moſt 
probably in the great hall or chapter houſe of the Abbey, which is ſeen in 


plates 3 and 4; and in the plan, at B. The firſt Council was in the reign. 


of King John, ſummoned by the Pope's legate; the ſecond, in that of Ed- 
ward the Firſt, by Archbiſhop Peckham. In the thirty-firſt year of Henry 
the Sixth, a parliament was aſſembled at Reading, which, according to Brown 
Willis, as he is quoted by Mr. Groſe, was held in the Refectory, of which 
he gives the dimenſions ; being eighty-ſour feet long, and forty-eight: broad. 
The room which Sir Henry Englefield conſiders as the Refectory, now Mrs. 
Clement's garden, and deſcribes as being thirty-eight feet broad, and at leaſt 
ſeventy-two in length, is to be found in the plan, at C. + 


The following Biſhops were conſecrated at Reading, and without doubt 


in the Abbey Church Þ. 


In 1206, Ioceline de Wells, Bithop of Bath and Wells. 
1215, William de Cornhill, of Coventry and Litchfield. 


Camden, p. 168, 604. Stow, p. 157. 
+ Archæologia, Vol. VI. p. 61. t MS. Loveday. 
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1235, Robert Groſthead, of Lincoln. 
—— Hugh, of St. Aſaph. 

1244, Roger, of Bath and Wells. 
1245, Richard Blondy, of Exeter. 


The remains of the Church are very ſmall, as may be ſeen by the plan 
annexed, which is obligingly communicated by the ingenious author, Sir 
Henry Englefield, with the permiſſion of the Society of Antiquaries. The 
two leaning maſſes of wall, marked 4 in the reference, and the ſmall houſe 
at e, making part of the north Tranſept H; appear in the ſecond plate. 
The bow window, ſuppoſed to have been a chapel in the ſouth Tranſept D, 
is ſeen in the third and fifth plates. The weſt end of the Church is entirely 
deſtroyed: on its ſite ſtands a high rampart, thrown up in the civil wars, 
croſſing the cloiſter court A, now a garden. The extreme length of the 
Church is ſuppoſed by Sir Henry Englefield to have been about 420 feet: 
its breadth, excluſive of the Tranſept, 92. 


During the reign of King John, in the years 1215 and 1216, the Abbat 
of Reading was one of the Delegates appointed by the Pope to promulgate 
his ſentence of excommunication againſt the Barons. In the 39th of Henry 
the Third, the maintenance of two Jewiſh converts was impoſed upon this 
Abbey; and in the ſame reign the King attempting to borrow a large ſum 
of money from the great Abbies, was refuſed by the Abbat of Reading“. 
King Edward the Third, in 1337, borrowed largely from many Churches 
and Monaſteries; and, among the reſt, from the Abbey of Reading: an 
inventory of Jewels and other valuables which were lent to him appears in 


Leland . 


* Groſe's Antiquities, Vol. I. 
+ ColleRtanea, Vol. II. p. 625. 


At 
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. 
8 At the diſſolution of the Monaſteries, the revenues of this Abbey were eſti- 
g | | | mated, according to Speed, at £2116. Dugdale ſtates them to have been £1938. 
[ : 1 In the patronage of the Abbey of Reading were the following livings. E 
, 4 | Beenham Valence V. 5 
= Bucklebury V. 5 
z | Choulſey V. cum Cap. Moulsford. I 
1 Englefield R. 3 
1 Pangbourn R. 
Reading St. Giles V. 
St. Laurence V. St. Mary V. 
| Sulhamſtead R. 
| Thatcham V. cum Cap. Greenham et Migiam. 
Tilehurſt V. where the Abbat was appropriator. 
Warfield V. 
Wargrave V. 
Oxfordſhire. 
Stanton Harcourt V. 
Warwickſhire. 
Rowington V. 
Theſe pariſhes were penſionary to the Abbey. 
: Berks. 
I . Compton. Sulham. _. 
I Blewbury. Tidmarſh. 
I Purley. 
Oxfordſhire. 
F Caverſham. 
4 The Priory of Leominſter in Herefordſhire, a Cell to Reading, had the 3 
| patronage of Eye Vicarage with the ſeven Chapels annexed; and of Leominſter A 
| | Vicarage, which paid fix ſhillings and eight pence yearly to the Abbat of Reading#. 
1 | * Brown Willis's Survey of Cathedrals, p. 613. | ; 1 
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The Abbat is ſuppoſed to have had a Seat at Bucklebury, now Major 
Hartley's: but Mr. Groſe places it at Choulſey, near Wallingford. His 
Seat at Bere-court, now the reverend Mr. Breedon's, was called the Manor 
of Pangbourn ; and by that title was deviſed to Thomas Welldon, Eſq; by 
Queen Elizabeth. In the Chapel there, which has not been pulled down 
many years, was the figure of Hugh Faringdon, the laſt Abbat, in n 
glaſs *. 


His arms and cypher are till preſerved; and are engraved, after the 
Original, as a ſuitable ornament to theſe views of the ruins of that magni- 


ficent Abbey over which he preſided. . 


This laſt Abbat, as were ſome of his predeceſſors, and other Religious 
of Reading , was himſelf a learned man, and a patron of the learned. While 
he was Abbat, there was a daily lecture on ſome part of ſcripture, in Engliſh 
and in Latin, read in the Chapter-houſe ; which the Commiſſioners for diſ- 
ſolving the Abbey ſay was well attended, and that the Abbat was preſent f. 


The Commiſſioners likewiſe mention that the Abbat delivered his 


”» 


« reliques readily :” and, to make uſe of their own words, in a ſubſequent 


letter to Sir Thomas Cromwell, “ he deſyres only your favour and no other 
* thynge, and I know ſo moche, that my Lord ſhall find him as conform- 
«© able a man as any in this realm.“ 


* Aſhmole's Berkſhire, 


+ John Holyman, a Monk; who was Biſhop of Briſtol : he died in 1558. Friar John Lathbury ; 
who wrote a Commentary on the Lamentations : mentioned by Ames, Typogr. Antiq. p. 439. William 
Boteler ; who lived about the year 1410. 

t John London and Richard Pollard's Letters to Cromwell, then Lord Privy Seal. MSS. Brit. Mu- 
ſeum. They are alſo quoted by Strype ; Eccleſ. Memorials, Vol, I. p. 252. 
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Yet this ready compliance and ſubmiſſive temper could not fave the 
Abbat from an ignominious death. The act of ſuppreſſion had paſt in May 
1539; and in the month of November following, he was hanged and quar- 
tered, together with two of his prieſts, at Reading. The ſame day the Abbat 
of Glaſtonbury was executed; and, ſhortly after, the Abbat of Colcheſter : 
« all,” fays Stow, © for denying the King's ſupremacie.” In effect, to 
deny the King's ſupremacy was to deny the right which he aſſumed, from 
a forced compliance of his Parliament, to ſeize the revenues and poſſeſſions 
of the Church: and a quiet ſubmiſſion to his power was not ſufficient to 


ſatisfy him without an acknowledgment of its Legality. 


After the diſſolution, the ſite of the Abbey continued to belong to the 
Crown. Queen Elizabeth was here in Auguſt 1572, and in September 
1601*. In the reign of James the Firſt, great care was taken of the place, 
and a keeper of the houſe appointed by the King, with a yearly ſalary of 
twenty pounds 7. This agrees with Camden's account, who ſays, that, 
„ the monaſtery wherein K. Henry the Firſt was interred, was converted 


into a royal ſeat ; adjoining to which ſtands a fair ſtable, ſtored with noble 
© horſes of the King's.” 


After this, Mr. William Gray of London purchaſed the premiſes ; whoſe 
widow being married by John Blagrave, Eſq; the property came into that 
family tf. The preſent leſſees are the repreſentatives of the late John Bla- 
grave, and the late Henry Vanſittart, Eſquires. 


* Queen Elizabeth's Progreſſes, p. 16. + MSS. Loveday. 1 Ibid, 
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x; UGH, Prior of Lewis, co. Suſſex, was at the time of the foun- 
H dation, anno 1125, made the firſt Abbat by the founder Henry I. 
about four years after which, viz. an. 1129, he was tranſlated to 

the Archbiſhopric of Roan in Normandy, where he died the Ides of Nov. 
1134. On his quitting this Abbey, he was therein ſucceeded by, 2. Auſ- 
gerus, called in the Monaſticon, Aucherius. He founded an Houſe of Lepers 
to the honour of St. Mary Magdalen; and dying an. 1134, or, as Matthew 
of Weſtminſter ſays, 6. Cal. Feb. 1135, was ſucceeded by, 3. Edward, who 
died in Dec. anno 1154, and was ſucceeded by, 4. Reginald, made Abbat 
the ſame year; he died 3 Nones Feb. 1158, as Mat. of Weſtm. ſays, and 
was ſucceeded by, 5. Roger; in whoſe time Thomas, Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury dedicated the Monaſtery of Reading anew, King Henry II. and many 
of the Nobility being preſent : he died, 13 Cal. Feb. an. 1164, and was ſuc- 
ceeded by, 6. William, a religious and prudent man, made Archbiſhop of 
Bourdeaux, an. 1173, by ſpecial favour of King Henry ; whoſe ſucceſſor, 7. 
Joſeph, deceaſing about the year 1180, was ſucceeded by, 8. Hugh, a learned 
writer, and a ſpecial benefactor to this Houſe. He erected an Hoſpital with- 
out the Gate of the Abbey, to maintain twenty-ſix poor people, and all 
ſtrangers who ſhould paſs that way. An. 1199, being made Abbat of Cluny, 
he quitted this Abbey, and was ſucceeded the next year, viz. 1200, by, 9. 
Halias; who dying 12 Cal. Aug. 1212, was ſucceeded after near a year's 


Vacancy by, 10. Simon. He died the Ides of Feb. an. 1226, and was ſuc- 
Cs. cceded 
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ceeded by, 11. Adam de Latebar or Lathbury, Prior of Leominſter, co. 
Hertford ; upon whoſe deceaſe, an. 1238, 8 Ides April. 12. Richard, Sub- 
prior of this Houſe, was appointed Abbat. He continued but a ſmall time, 
and was ſucceeded by, 13. Adam, who reſigned an. 1249, and was ſuc- 
ceeded by another of his name, viz. 14. Adam, Sacriſt of this Houſe ; on 
whoſe death or ceſſion, the fame year, 15. William, Sub-prior of Coventry, 
became Abbat, whoſe ſucceſſor, 16. Richard, dying anno 1261, 17. Richard 
de Banaſter, alias de Rading, was elected Abbat. He preſided eight years, 
and was ſucceeded an. 1268, by, 18. Robert de Burghaſe; who reſigning 
an. 1287, 19. William de Sutton ſucceeded as Abbat: he died an. 1305, 


and was ſucceeded by, 20. Nicholas de Quaplode, who had his Election 
confirmed in September 1305. He. began to build our Lady's Chapel on 


the 13 Cal. of May, an. 1314; and deceaſing an. 1327, had for his Succeſſor, 
21. John Appleford. He died an. 1341, and was ſucceeded by, 22. Hen. 
de Appleford. He governed twenty years, and dying 29th July, 1360. 35th 
Edward III. was ſucceeded by, 23. William de Dombleton, confirmed Abbat, 
an. 1361. Dr. Tanner informs me he has met with one Nicholas, Abbat 
of Reading, an. 1362. But this ſeems to be a miſtake; for Will. Dombleton 
died poſſeſſed of this Abbey, an. 1368, and was then ſucceeded by, 24. John 
de Sutton : upon whoſe death which happened an. 1378, 25. Richard de 
Yately was elected Abbat. I do not find when he died; but it appears from 
Saliſbury Regiſter that he preſided an. 1396; and 'tis probable that he did 
ſo till the year 1409, when 26. Thomas Erle was elected. He died an. 1430, 
and was ſucceeded December the 1ſt. the fame year, by, 27. Thomas Henley; 
who dying Nov. 11, 1445, 28. John Thorne was preferred to this dignity, 
January the 7th following. During his government, he ſuppreſſed an old 
alms-houſe of poor Siſters, near St. Lawrence's Church, founded in all like- 
lihood by one of the preceding Abbats of Reading, and employed the revenues 
to the uſe of the Almoner of this Abbey; which King Henry the VIIth 


being informed of, at his coming to Reading, he ordered Abbat Thorne 


to convert both the Houſe and Lands to pious uſes; whereupon the Abbat 
deſired 
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deſired the King that it might be made a Grammar School; which being 
aſſented to, one Will. Dene, a rich man, and ſervant of the Abbey, gave 
two hundred marks towards the advancement of the ſaid School; which 
Mr. Leland tells us, appeared from his epitaph in the Abbey-church. This 
Abbat died before this ſettlement was perfected, viz. an. 1486, in the ſecond 
year of King Henry VII. and was ſucceeded by another, 29. John Thorne, 
who died an. 1519, and was ſucceeded by, 30. Thomas Worceſter. He 
governed but a ſhort time; for in the next year, viz, 1520, he was ſucceeded 
by, 31. Hugh Farringdon, the laſt Abbat executed at Reading, as has before 
been obſerved, an. 1533. IT find only 59. 13s. remaining in charge, out 
of the revenues of this late convent, to thirteen Monks and Novices ; the 
execution of the Abbat probably depriving the dependants of their claims. 
to fees and annuities. Theſe Monks were Elizeus Burgeſs, whoſe penſion 
was £6. as were John Fryſon, John Wright, John Harper, John Mylly, 
John Turner, Luke Wythorne, Thomas Taylor £5. each. Robert Rayner's 
penſion was £4. 6s. 8d. John South's C3. 6s. 8d. and Richard Purſer's and 
Richard Butts /, 2. a piece. 
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A DESCRIPTION of READING ABBEY, taken 
from Sir HENRY ENGLEFIELD'S Letter to the 
Antiquarian Society *, with References to the 
Plan and Plates. 


HE Abbey is ſituated on a gravelly eminence, hanging over the river 
Kennet on the ſouth, and on the north commanding a view of the 


Thames, and Caverſham in Oxfordſhire, The outer wall now encloſes a green, 


called the Forbury. 


No. 1. The Abbey gate Mf is almoſt entire, and of the fame Saxon 
ſtile which prevails over the whole of the building, with pointed windows, 
and the arches of the gate all round but one, and that obtuſe, which is ſeen 
in the firſt view. The whole face of the building was originally of hard coarſe- 
grained lime ſtone ; there were battlements on the upper part, which were ſo 
decayed, and dangerous to paſſengers, that it was found neceſſary to pull them 
down ſome years ago, and the ſeveral courſes of brick work were added, which 
appear ſo unpleaſant to the eye and take off from the grandeur of the gate. 


From the gate you keep the foot path to Forbury Hill, which commands 
a fine extent of country to eaſt and welt. In front is a fertile meadow called 


* Archzologia, Vol. VI. p. 61. 
+ The letters refer to the plan, the figure to the ſituations of the views init, 


the 


16 A DESCRIPTION OF READING ABBEY, &c. 


the King's Mead: this was a part of the Abbey lands; at the verge of which 
flows the river Thames, whoſe banks are agreeably broken by the ſurrounding 
trees. The bridge and village of Caverſham form an intereſting ſecond ground, 
which is ſuperbly backed by the woods of Caverſham park. 


Forbury Hill, P, by the attention of the preſent mayor, is rendered a 
commodious and pleaſant reſort for the inhabitants of the town. 


No. 2. On entering the ruins, two immenſe maſſes of wall, pitched 
endways in the ground, ſtrike the eye. A hollow in the earth, c, is the place 
where certainly a mine was ſprung, which reduced the magnificent church to 
a heap of ruins, and occaſioned the fituation of the maſſes of wall. The 
rampart marked a, which croſſes the cloiſter court and weſt end of the church, 
form a horn work which ends at Forbury Hill; it was erected during the 


fiege of Reading, in the reign of Charles the Firſt, at which period the 


ſtructure was deſtroyed and diveſted of its beauty, in all probability to afliſt 
ia forming the rampart. 


Advancing farther among heaps of proſtrate ruins, the north fide of the 
cloiſter appears; and to the eaſt, are ſeen the remains of a ſemicircular bow 
D, which form the back-ground of the ſecond view. 


No. 3. Turning to the ſouthward, the abovementioned bow, which was 
a chapel in the ſouth tranſept, appears oppoſite to you with a paſſage, I, into the 
cloiſters vaulted two ſtories, which ſeparate it from the great hall, B, of 


which you have an eaſt view. 


No. 4. The inſide of the great hall, which, although forty-two feet 
by ſeventy- nine, was vaulted with one ſemicircular arch from wall to wall, 


with ſtone ribs. Several who have dug in the hall have thought it to have 
vaults, 
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A DESCRIPTION OF READING ABBEY, &. 17 
vaults, beneath, from the hollow ſound of the earth in digging, but this wants 
confirmation. 


No. 5. 'The ſouth caſt view of the great hall, and the chapel in the 
ſouth tranſept. | 47 | £ 


No. 6. Is quite on the ſouth fide of the ruins: you enter à paſfage K 
once vaulted, leading to the cloiſters, the end of which is now bricked up, except 
a door which opens to Mr. Stone's garden, near which is an entrance to ſome 
ſmall houſes, where there are the remains of a ſtaircaſe. 


No. 7. The ſouth view of the Abbey gate M, there were battlements 
here as at the north front which were taken down at the ſame time. 


No. 8. A view of Caverſham and the Thames through the Abbey 
gate. | 


The ruins bear a character of majeſty peculiar to themſelves ; though 42> 
ſtripped by deſtroyers of more than ordinary patience, and induſtry, of almoſt S 
every ſtone which caſed the walls, they ſtill, though built only with ſmall 
flints and fluid mortar, defy the injuries of time and weather, and have more 


the appearance of rocks than the work of human hands. 
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REFERENCE to the PLAN. 


The cloiſter court, now Mr. Stone's garden, 148 feet ſquare. 
The great hall. | | 

The refectory, now Mrs. Clement's garden. 

The ſouth tranſept. 

The nef. 

The choir. 

The eaſtern chapel. 

The north tranſept. 

A paſſage vaulted two ſtories. 

A vaulted paſſage. | 


A wall once encloſing rooms. 
The great gate. 

Mrs. La Tournelle's garden. 
Gardens to ſmall houſes. 
Forbury Hill. 


Q Mr. Bulley's houſe. 
X Lane leading to the Abbey mills. 


The top of the rampart. 

The ditch of the rampart. 

The ſpot where the mine was ſprung. 

The leaning maſles of wall. | 

A ſmall houſe built by the late Lord Fane. 

The remains of a ſtaircaſe. 

The Lavatory. 

The proper ſituation of the Dormitory, now a Manufactory. 
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